64        A SYNTHETIC VIEW OF VEDSNTA

The only way by which religion can be enthroned in the
hearts of men is to give it a reorientation by stressing
the essential and univeral aspects and not the accidental
and the particular. Judged from this standpoint, religion is
different from ritualism, mythology, animism, totemism,
magic and occultism. It is the venture of the spirit of man
to discover God in all and beyond, who may be called the
Inner Self immortal, that makes for universal redemption. The
comparative method breaks down the barriers and boundaries
that divide sects and then brings them together. It should
be the endeavour of the synoptic thinker to insist on the
comparative study of all religions by all men and the appli-
cation of the synthetic method to bring out the common
features of religions without omitting their individuality.
The chief requisites are: An insight into the soul of each
religion. It has a right to be understood in the light of its
best elements as expounded by its founders and illustrated by
its exemplars. A lofty view of God as immanent in all of us
and yet outside us as pure and perfect. The knowledge of
the self as a shining spiritual entity or personality which
is eternal and blissful. A living faith in the ultimate redemp-
tion of all beings. Religion should satisfy the highest values of
truth, goodness and beauty. A sympathetic insight into the soul
of each religion, which should be synoptic and not sectional,

Some modern interpreters of Hinduism influenced by
the Western methods of historic criticism reject the tradi-
tional view and say that the Vedas were composed by
primitive Aryans at different times and in different places
and that their religion was anthropomorphic and poly-
theistic. They worshipped the forces of nature. Anthro-
pomorphism is closely allied to animism, magic and fetichism.
Polytheism grew info the monistic idealism of the Upcfniwds